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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This invention provides a technique to reduce echoes not adequately attenuated by 
echo cancellers during initial periods of voice communication. Signals transmitted across 
communication networks are often reflected back to the caller resulting in echo. Echo 
cancellers are employed in the communication system to cancel this effect in order to 
maintain a high quality transmission. However, echo cancellers require time to detect, 
adapt, and effectively remove echo, often resulting in echo during the initial moments of 
the call and thereby degrading the quality of service. By installing an attenuation device 
into the communication system, all signals that pass through it are reduced to a preset 
value for a set period of time. This reduces any echo below a detectable threshold. After 
the period of time expires, the attenuation device allows the signal to pass unaffected, by 
which time the echo cancellers have adaptively adjusted to any echoes in the system. 


